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and Jung Lu, he commanded neither the prestige
nor the power which he had wielded as Viceroy at
Tientsin.    His enemies were many and crafty;   in
secret Memorials he was being accused of having sold
the Empire's northern dependencies to Russia.   Kang
Yu-wei and his friends, emboldened by their rapid
ascendancy in the counsels of His Majesty Kuang
Hsii5 were at no time inclined to be conciliatory ;
those who declined to accept unreservedly their red-
hot gospel of Reform were denounced as reactionaries
to His Majesty and by him removed.   Thus Weng
Tung-ho,   K?ang?s  original sponsor  at  Court,  was
dismissed on  June  15th.    Prince  Kung, always a
restraining force, had died a fortnight before, and
Jung Lu was transferred as  Viceroy to Tientsin,
leaving the Tsung-li Yamen  under  the   nerveless
direction of Prince Ch'ing.   Li's turn came on Sep-
tember yth, when he was dismissed from office.   Of
a truth, the proceedings  of the reformers were not
calculated to enlist the sympathies of the masterful
old Viceroy;   nevertheless, as " Wen Ching" and
others have testified, he bore them no malice nor
rejoiced over their subsequent downfall and that of
the unfortunate Emperor.

On the contrary, his orthodox Confucianism and
deep respect for the dignity of the Throne caused
him to hold aloof from the reactionary proceedings
of the Old Buddha, and eventually to oppose them
openly, when her vindictive wrath against the insti-
gators of the Reform movement led her to plan the
dethronement, disgrace, and death of the Emperor
and to impart to the Manchu reaction a definite
anti-Chinese direction. He alone, of all the high
officers of State, took no part (as Grand Secretary)